REMARKS BY H.E. MR. AKIO EGAWA
AMBASSADOR OF JAPAN TO THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA
ON THE OCCASION OF THE SIGNING OF THE GRANT CONTRACT WITH CHIPEMBI FARM COLLEGE
EMBASSY OF JAPAN CHANCERY, LUSAKA, 9TH FEBRUARY 2012
His Royal Highness Chief Chamuka,

Ms. Peggy Kabonde, General Secretary, United Church of Zambia,

Mr. Paul Samba, Principal, Chipembi Farm College, 

Members of Staff at Chipembi,
Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my pleasure to be here today at this signing ceremony for the Grant Contract between the Embassy of Japan and Chipembi Farm College. The purpose of the Grant is to enable the organization to implement The Project for Rehabilitation of Agricultural Machinery Maintenance and Repair Centre and Construction of New Building of Chipembi Farm College in Chibombo District, Central Province.
This Grant is being provided under Japan’s scheme called Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects (GGHSP) of the Government of Japan. GGHSP was introduced in Zambia in 1990 and its primary objective is to support various development projects which enhance human security at the grassroots level. More than 150 projects have been funded and implemented around Zambia since its inception.
Chipembi Farm College has been providing opportunities for agricultural technical training to students and local small-scale farmers. Through this agricultural technical training, the College has made a positive contribution in ensuring food security in the rural areas. 
However, efforts to provide that training to the students have been hampered by inadequate classroom space and aging agricultural machinery maintenance and repair centre. Currently, the college has one small old building, which takes several classes at a time, against the ever-increasing number of college-going students, resulting in scheduling of shorter class sessions in order to maximize the utilization of the available space.  Despite all these challenges, Chipembi Farm College has been making commendable efforts in ensuring that the students have an opportunity to get quality agricultural technical training.

In appreciation of the efforts being made by Chipembi Farm College, the Government of Japan is today pleased to provide a Grant amounting to 101,509 United States Dollars, or approximately 490 Million Zambian Kwacha to the organization to facilitate the implementation of The Project for Rehabilitation of Agricultural Machinery Maintenance and Repair Centre and Construction of New Building of Chipembi Farm College. The funds will specifically be used for the construction of one new college building with floor of 100 m2 and for the rehabilitation of agricultural machinery maintenance and repair centre with floor space of 400 m2. 
This project will provide the students with better opportunities to access agricultural technical training. It will also benefit the small-scale farmers in the surrounding community, who will have a Centre to which they can take their machinery when it breaks down and thereby contribute to an increase in their agricultural production.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Japan is faced with unprecedented challenges caused by the massive earthquake and tsunami that struck the eastern part of Japan in March last year. However, Japan is now on a steady path towards recovery and reconstruction. The daily lives of those outside the affected areas, including the metropolitan area of Tokyo, have almost returned to normal. The infrastructure and economy of the coastal areas of Tohoku, which were washed away by the tsunami, have made a considerable recovery.

We are making steady progress towards securing stable control of the situation at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station.  We achieved cold shutdown status by the end of last year and we have moved one step closer to solving the problem.

Finally, allow me to emphasise that the funds being provided today come from Japanese taxpayers and it is thus my sincere hope that the money will be utilized for its intended purpose and that the Project will be completed on schedule. I would also like to request Chipembi Farm College to liaise with the Embassy periodically so that we ensure that the people of Japan are duly kept up to date regarding the benefits of this assistance.
I look forward to sharing the joy of a successful completion of the project with Chipembi Farm College and the Chipembi community as a whole. 
Thank you for your attention.
