Remarks by Ambassador Akio Egawa

On the Occasion of the Emperor’s Birthday Reception

Ambassador’s Residence, Lusaka, December 9, 2010

Honourable Moses Muteteka, M.P., Deputy Minister of Local Government and Housing, Guest of Honour,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure to welcome you all to this happy occasion to celebrate the 77th Birthday of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan. 

Please allow me to share with you the Emperor’s wish, which I was given at my audience upon taking this appointment, that the close and friendly ties between Japan and Zambia be further strengthened and enhanced. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Japan is relatively a newcomer in Africa. The first Japanese Government establishment in Africa was the Consulate in Cape Town opened in 1918. In 1936, Japanese Legations were established in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and Cairo, Egypt, which were later upgraded to Embassies. But overall, our contacts or exchanges with Africa continued to be rather limited.

During the 1950’s through 1970’s, as many African countries gained independence, more Japanese Embassies were established. Along with this development, Japanese economic and other activities in Africa grew gradually. 
Now, Japan has 31 Embassies across the African continent. We are now actively seeking to engage ourselves more visibly in Africa through a number of initiatives. The most notable of these is the Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD), which has become the pillar of Japan’s development cooperation in Africa. As you may recall, at the TICAD IV held in 2008, Japan announced it would double its ODA and private-sector direct investment to Africa by 2012. We also seek to contribute to conflict resolution and peace building and keeping in Africa. Over the years, Japan has deployed Self-Defence Force personnel on peace keeping and related missions in Mozambique, Rwanda and, most recently, Sudan under the United Nations Mission in Sudan (UNMIS). We have also been involved in other programs aimed at enhancing peace keeping capabilities in Africa. These include our contribution to Peace Operations Training Centre (PMTC) in South Africa, Rwanda Peace Academy (RPA), International Peace Support Training Centre (IPSTC) in Kenya and Conflict Prevention and Peace Building Network for the Great Lakes Region and the Horn of Africa.
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

In all our interaction with Africa, our utmost resolve is to be a true friend of Africa. We want our relations to be based on mutual respect and trust. Only about 60 years ago, Japan was still struggling for political and economic reconstruction after experiencing devastation from the war, with the population having difficulty even to secure food for the day. We just want to share our experience of industrialization and economic growth, out of the genuine desire to help a friend. We just want to help a friend so that peace will continue to prevail in order to foster economic and social development. As all of us know, there can be no sustainable development where there is no peace.
Africa today is full of hope and opportunities. Japan wishes to seize those opportunities and help realize the hope. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the opening of the Japanese Embassy in Zambia. I am glad that Japan and Zambia have nurtured a true friendship over the years.  
Japan highly appreciates the fact that, over the years, Zambia has continued to be a stronghold of peace, stability and democracy and has consistently played a pivotal role in promoting peace and strengthening regional cooperation in the Southern Africa region. 

I would like to commend the Zambian Government for embarking on a comprehensive economic reform programme, which is steadily bearing fruit as reflected in the rising levels of both local and foreign investments in different sectors of the economy. Let me emphasize that many countries in Asia, including Japan, had to attain economic growth in order to achieve poverty reduction.

I am delighted to note that Japan has continued to make positive contribution to the enhancement of Zambia’s economic reform efforts. In 2010 alone, there have been two large business delegations from Japan to Zambia. Presently, Hitachi Construction Machinery, one of the biggest construction machinery companies in the world, is working on the establishment of its repair and maintenance factory in Lusaka, with a target of launching its operation later next year. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to stress Japan’s determination to cooperate closely with Zambia in its efforts for economic and social development. This will be done by scaling up Japan’s economic and technical cooperation initiatives in Zambia in various sectors, including agriculture, industry and investment promotion, infrastructure, health, and education. We are proud that a number of Japanese experts, volunteers and NGO personnel are deployed across the country in villages, schools and clinics, working hand in hand with local Zambians, thereby fostering people-to-people friendship and promoting transfer of technology. I am happy to note that this year also marks the 40th anniversary of the inception of the Japanese volunteer program in Zambia. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It was at the closing day of the Tokyo Olympic Games on October 24, 1964 that the flag of Zambia, with the design of an eagle symbolizing both freedom and power strong enough to overcome any difficulty, flew for the first time over the sky of Japan. Thanks to live television coverage, many Japanese people were deeply impressed by the sight of a Zambian athlete bearing the flag of the newly born nation amidst a storm of applause in the stadium during the closing ceremony of the Olympic Games held on the day which happened to coincide with the independence day of Zambia.

Ever since, we have gradually expanded our areas of interaction and fostered friendship. It is my earnest hope that Japan-Zambia relations be elevated to a new tier through further expansion of contacts and exchanges at all levels and further enhancement of political, economic and cultural interactions. I would also like to see our cooperation further strengthened in tackling such global issues as climate change and biodiversity. Although Japan and Zambia are separated by oceans and continents, I am confident that our friendship and partnership will become even closer and grow even further in years to come.  
Thank you very much for your attention.

Now, Ladies and Gentlemen,
May I propose a toast to the continued health of His Excellency Mr. Rupiah Bwezani Banda, President of the Republic of Zambia.
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