Remarks by Ambassador Akio Egawa

On the Occasion of the Reception

To Celebrate the Birthday of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan
Ambassador’s Residence, Lusaka, 24 November 2011

Hon. Charles Zulu, MP, Deputy Minister of Lands, Energy and Water Development,
Excellencies,
Fellow Ambassadors and High Commissioners,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my great pleasure to welcome you all to the reception to celebrate the birthday of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, who will turn 78 on 23rd of December. 
Firstly, I would like to congratulate the people of Zambia for the successful general election held this year and the subsequent peaceful and democratic transition of government. Zambia’s outstanding reputation as an oasis of peace and democracy has been elevated further in Africa and in the international community. Japan remains committed to working with the new Zambian Government for the furtherance of peace, democracy and prosperity in the country, in Africa and in the world as a whole.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
As we look back at the year 2011, we see that humanity has suffered a number of massive natural calamities in various parts of the world. Together with you, I wish to pray for all the victims of such calamities in the world. 
Japan was not spared from the calamities. It was on March 11, 2011, that the Great East Japan Earthquake struck Japan. Nearly 20,000 people were killed or remain missing, and more than 65,000 evacuees still continue to endure inconvenience in their daily lives. The physical damage caused by the earthquake and tsunami was almost beyond description, with many cities, towns and villages instantly destroyed and wiped out.
Emergency rescue, relief support, cash donations and sympathies poured into Japan from all over the world. I would like to express, on behalf of the Government and people of Japan, deep gratitude for the support and compassion extended to us by Zambia and by other countries, international organizations and individuals the world over.
In Zambia, we were truly heartened when representatives of the NGO Coordinating Council visited us and made a cash donation for the victims in Japan. The member NGOs included those Japan has assisted before in their efforts for the betterment of living conditions of the poor segment of society. Associated Printers Limited, a Zambian printing company, also made a generous cash donation. Further, a group of Zambian musicians has composed and played a special song of solidarity with Japan, entitled “Words to Japan”. Many people kindly made donations at a charity sales event organized by a group of JICA volunteers.
The bonds created between Japan and Zambia through these acts of goodwill and for that matter, between Japan and the international community, will be forever remembered by the Japanese.
I am pleased to report to you that Japan is now on a steady path towards recovery and reconstruction. The daily lives of those outside the affected areas, including the metropolitan area of Tokyo, have almost returned to normal. The infrastructure and economy of the coastal areas of Tohoku, which were washed away by the tsunami, are recovering. Damaged supply chains are close to full restoration.
We are making steady progress towards securing stable control of the situation at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station. Currently, we are focusing our efforts on moving up the existing target period to achieve cold shutdown status by the end of this year.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Despite the disaster experienced in March, Japan is determined to fulfill its international commitments and to continue playing a responsible role in enhancing peace and prosperity in the world. And Japan will strive to strengthen its relations with Africa. In this connection, Japan will host the Fifth Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD V) in 2013. As in the past, this gathering will include heads of states of African countries.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Kindly allow me to touch upon developments in Japan-Zambia relations. Indeed, Japan-Zambia relations have continued to grow during the past year in the areas of development cooperation, investment promotion, academic exchange as well as sports and culture.
With regard to development cooperation, this year, we have signed grant assistance agreements for three projects, namely, the Inner Ring Road Project in the southern area of Lusaka, the Water Supply Project in Ndola City and the Groundwater Development Project in Luapula Province. Ongoing cooperation projects include the City Roads Improvement of Ndola and Kitwe, the Rural Electrification Project covering all the provinces of Zambia, and the Agricultural Extension Service Capacity Advancement Project. We are now seriously considering the possibility of cooperation for the Construction of Kazungla Bridge, which will connect Zambia and Botswana. 
One area of development cooperation involves the dispatching of Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) volunteers to Zambia. This year is the 41st anniversary of the introduction of JICA volunteers in Zambia. Over the years, we have dispatched more than 1200 volunteers so far and currently about 80 volunteers are deployed across the country.
Our relations are not limited to development cooperation. The Japanese business community has a growing interest in business and investment opportunities with Zambia. The construction of Hitachi Construction Machinery’s Lusaka re-manufacturing factory is well under way. This will be the very first major direct investment from Japan to Zambia in many years. In the mining sector, a Japanese mining company, Asia Minerals Limited, is now engaged in exploration of manganese, with a plan to construct smelter facilities.
We have also witnessed broadening of relations in academic exchanges. In March this year, Hokkaido University signed an exchange agreement with the University of Zambia. The two universities have had a long-standing cooperation centered on veterinary medicine but are now entering a new stage of broader cooperation and exchange. In addition, the Southern African Oasis of Peace Project was started this year through collaboration between Osaka University and the University of Zambia and others.
Our relations have expanded in sports and culture as well. In August, sports facilities constructed under Japanese grant assistance were handed over to the National Olympic Committee of Zambia. In addition to the annual judo tournament, our Embassy will be involved in a karate tournament for the first time next month. This year we have resurrected the Japanese Film Festival in Lusaka, which was held from 15th to 17th November, 2011.
Furthermore, the number of Japanese visitors to Zambia jumped to 8300 in 2010, recording an increase of more than 50% over the previous year.
Thus, Japan-Zambia relations are growing and broadening. It is Japan’s earnest wish to strengthen this trend over the coming years in close cooperation with the new Government of Zambia.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
This has been a year of extraordinary challenges for Japan. It has also been a year of renewed solidarity with Zambia, Africa and the rest of the world for Japan. Japan is set to rise again and will continue to cherish and strengthen that solidarity in the years to come.
Thank you very much for your patience.
Now, Ladies and Gentlemen,
I hope everyone has a glass in your hand now. Today, we have here sake produced in Fukushima Prefecture, one of the Prefectures hit most hard by the earthquake and tsunami. Please join me in a toast to the health and prosperity of H.E. Mr. Michael Chilufya Sata, President of the Republic Zambia, of all the Zambian people and of all of you gathered here. May I also propose a toast to the fast and complete reconstruction in Fukushima and other disaster-struck areas in Japan.
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