REMARKS BY H.E. MR. AKIO EGAWA
AMBASSADOR OF JAPAN TO THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA
ON THE OCCASION OF THE SIGNING OF THE GRANT CONTRACT WITH GLOBAL AFRICA AIDS FOUNDATION
EMBASSY OF JAPAN CHANCERY, LUSAKA, 29TH AUGUST 2011
Mr. Inambao Sililo, Chief Executive Officer, Global Africa AIDS Foundation, 

Members of the Board at Chongwe,
Members of Staff at Chongwe,
Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my pleasure to be here today at this signing ceremony for the Grant Contract between the Embassy of Japan and Global Africa AIDS Foundation. The purpose of the Grant is to enable the organization to implement The Project for Construction of New Community School Building in Chongwe District in the eastern part of Lusaka.
This Grant is being provided under Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects (GGHSP) of the Government of Japan. GGHSP was introduced in Zambia in 1990 and its primary objective is to support various development projects which enhance human security at the grassroots level. More than 140 projects have been funded and implemented around Zambia since its inception.
Global Africa AIDS Foundation has been availing food and opportunity for primary education to children affected by HIV and AIDS. It has been contributing positively to the enhancement of the welfare of orphans and vulnerable children (OVC) by providing them with nutritional support and education.
However, its efforts to provide education to the children have been hampered by inadequate classroom space. Currently, there is one unfurnished building, which takes three classes at a time, against the ever-increasing number of school-going children, resulting in the scheduling of shorter class sessions for each grade in order to maximize the utilization of the available space and cater for more children.  Despite all these challenges, Global Africa AIDS Foundation has been making commendable efforts in ensuring that the OVCs have an opportunity to get quality education like other children.
It is in appreciation of the efforts being made by Global Africa AIDS Foundation  that today, the Government of Japan is pleased to provide a Grant amounting to 103,485 United States Dollars, or approximately 470 Million Zambia Kwacha to the organization to facilitate the implementation of The Project for Construction of New Community School Building in Chongwe District. The funds will specifically be used for the construction of a 1x 3 classroom block, an ablution block, rehabilitation of piggery and poultry house, and for the purchase of 60 sets of desks and benches, hammer mill and maize sheller. 
The construction of the new school building and the provision of related facilities will hopefully give the children better education. It is also hoped that the facilities will help Global Africa AIDS Foundation not only in its primary education programme but also in bringing members of the community together as they will have a more conducive place to meet and discuss issues affecting their community.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Japan is faced with unprecedented challenges caused by the massive earthquake and tsunami that struck eastern part of Japan earlier this year. However, the Japanese nation is now all united together and we are on a steady path towards recovery and reconstruction. I would like to take this opportunity to express the sincere gratitude of the Government and people of Japan for the kind sympathy shown by numerous organizations and individuals of Zambia. Despite the disaster, the Government of Japan remains committed to cooperation with Zambia for the economic and social development of the country.

Finally, allow me to emphasise that the funds being provided today come from Japanese taxpayers and it is thus my sincere hope that the money will be properly utilized and that the Project will be completed on schedule. I would also like to request Global Africa AIDS Foundation to liaise with the Embassy periodically so that we can keep the people of Japan informed of the benefits of our assistance.
I look forward to sharing the joy of a successful completion of the project with Global Africa AIDS Foundation and Chongwe community as a whole. 
Thank you for your attention.
