Remarks by Japanese Ambassador Akio Egawa

At the Opening of Zambia Germany Japan Friendship Tournament

Yamato Field, Lusaka, 12 August, 2011

H.E. Mr. Frank Meyke, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to Zambia, 

Mr. Bon Mwamelo, Vice President, Football Association of Zambia,

Mr. Robert Kressirer, GIZ Country Director for Zambia, 
Mr. Shiro Nabeya, Representative of JICA Zambia Office,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It was only a week ago that I visited these premises for the commissioning of the Yamato Field, which was constructed with grant assistance from the Japanese Government.   
I am delighted to come back here today to participate in the first Zambia Germany Japan Friendship Football Tournament, whose aim is to promote health and hygiene among the youths with particular focus on water and sanitation. This event is not just a football tournament but includes other activities such as a march-past in the surrounding areas, lectures, plays and songs with a view to sensitizing young people on how to improve their health and live in a hygienic environment.

Safe water and sanitation constitute two of the most indispensable requirements for healthy human existence. They are an important part of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Statistics show, however, that there are approximately 900,000,000 (nine hundred million) people in the world who do not have access to safe water. Out of this population, approximately 330,000,000 (three hundred thirty million) live in Sub-Saharan Africa. Statistics also show that there are approximately 2,600,000,000 (two point six billion) people in the world who do not have access to basic sanitation facilities. Out of this population, approximately 570,000,000 (five hundred seventy million) live in Africa. These pieces of statistics suggest that in Africa provision of safe water and sanitation is a particularly urgent challenge requiring concerted efforts by all stakeholders.

In order to address the challenges relating to provision of safe water and sanitation in Zambia, the Government of the Republic of Zambia has continued to implement specific policies with specific benchmarks in all its development plans. For example the Sixth National Development Plan (SNDP) states that the Government will establish a solid water and sanitation system by 2030. Currently, access ratio to safe water and sanitation services in rural areas stands at 37% and 13% respectively. In 2007, the Government of Zambia launched the National Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Program 2006-2015, in which it was projected that the Government would increase water and sanitation access ratio to 75% and 60% respectively by 2015 in line with the MDGs. 

As for peri-urban areas, access ratio to safe water and sanitation service is 44% and 41% respectively. Currently, the National Urban Water Supply and Sanitation Program 2009-2030 is being compiled. According to the draft, the Government intends to increase water and sanitation access ratio up to 80% and 90% respectively by 2030.
I would like to congratulate the Government of Zambia for those commendable efforts.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

May I take this opportunity to introduce to you the engagement of our Government in the area of water supply and sanitation in Zambia. Over the years, the Government of Japan has been supporting water and sanitation improvement efforts by the Government of Zambia with particular focus on rural water supply. Since 1985, more than 1000 deep bore holes with hand pumps have been installed by Japan throughout the country except in the Eastern Province and the North Western Province. I am aware that in recent years the Government of Germany has been rendering support to these two provinces. In this way, the efforts of our two countries are complementary.
The performance of the bore holes has remained exceptionally high, to the extent that even 20 years after the installation, most of them are still working. To keep the bore holes in good condition for as long as possible, Japan has supported the establishment of an efficient hand pump spare parts supply system, which has been integrated into the maintenance system for the water facilities in the Central Province. This method has since been adopted by the National Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Program.
Other than these efforts in rural area water supply, in 1986, Japan facilitated the improvement of the Kafue Water Treatment Facilities. In addition, in June this year, the Governments of Japan and Zambia exchanged notes on the provision of a grant aid of about 9 million US dollars for a new project under which 216 deep bore holes with hand-pumps will be installed in Luapula Province. In the same month, the two Governments exchanged notes for the project for the improvement of water supply conditions in the city of Ndola, for which a grant aid to the tune of 27 million US dollars will be provided.
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Japan was struck by a massive, once-in-a-thousand-years scale earthquake and tsunami earlier this year, which caused almost unprecedented damages in Japan’s known history. However, we are now on a steady path for recovery and reconstruction, thanks to the support and sympathy extended to us by Zambia and Germany and many, many other countries. Despite the disaster, Japan is committed to international cooperation. Japan will strengthen its partnership with African countries under the framework of TICAD (Tokyo International Conference for African Development). We will continue our cooperation with Zambia in such sectors as water and sanitation, agriculture and manufacturing industries, and economic and social infrastructure. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
In February this year, Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) signed a Memorandum of Understanding for cooperation in their assistance to the Water and Sanitation Sector in Sub-Saharan Africa. Both Japan and Germany have vast experience in this sector, and the MoU is aimed at expanding their assistance by harmonizing their approaches and sharing experiences and knowledge in this field. The collaboration in this event reflects the spirit of the MoU. 

Today’s event is a shining example of the tripartite partnership between Japan, Germany and Zambia. It is very opportune that we are gathered here at the Yamato Field, because the Japanese word “Yamato” means “unity and harmony”. Let’s get the ball rolling in the spirit of Yamato! 
Last but not the least, I would like to thank the individuals and organizations who have worked hard to organize this wonderful event. 
Thank you very much.
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