Remarks by Ambassador Akio Egawa 
At the Handover Ceremony of the YAMATO Field 
To the National Olympic Committee of Zambia
Lusaka, 5 August, 2011
Mr. Teddy Mulonga, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Sport, Youth and Child Development
Mr. Patrick Chamunda, Zambian Member of the International Olympic Committee, 
Mrs. Mirriam Moyo, President of the National Olympic Committee of Zambia,
Members of the Media,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
I feel greatly honored and privileged to be here today and to officially handover, on behalf of the Government of Japan, the newly constructed sports facilities named “YAMATO Field” to the National Olympic Committee of Zambia.
The construction of the Field, valued at 103,936 (One Hundred Three Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-six) United States Dollars, approximately equivalent to 500,000,000 (Five Hundred Million) Kwacha, was made possible with financial assistance from the Government of Japan under the Scheme for Grant Assistance for Cultural Grassroots Projects. 
But more importantly, it is the zeal of the National Olympic Committee of Zambia to extend sports to ordinary citizens, especially underprivileged and vulnerable youths that made this construction possible. The National Olympic Committee of Zambia deserves high praise for their unsparing efforts to that end. 
This Field is surrounded by Chipata, Mandevu and Marapodi Compounds and will be open to the community. For the youths in particular, I hope the Field will be a valuable facility for them to grow up to become physically and mentally sound citizens capable of contributing positively to Zambia’s nation building. Furthermore, it is hoped that this Field will produce excellent athletes and sportspersons. It is my dream that from here, the YAMATO Field, Zambian Olympic team members will be born someday. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Speaking of the Olympic Games, I recall the special bond that unites Japan and Zambia. That is, Zambia attained independence on the same day of the closing ceremony of the Tokyo Olympic Games on 24th of October, 1964. Zambian athletes had competed in the Tokyo Olympic Games representing Northern Rhodesia until the day before, but on this day, they entered the closing ceremony, proudly hoisting the new national flag of Zambia under the blue skies of Tokyo. The entire Tokyo Olympic Stadium applauded and tens of millions of Japanese people witnessed this historic moment on television.
As I draw to a close, I would like to stress that wherever there is sport, there is harmony and unity. It is for this reason that the Embassy of Japan proposed that the sporting facilities be given the name YAMATO Field. Yamato is an old Japanese word with two meanings. One is the country of Japan itself and the other is “harmony and unity”. I am indeed grateful to the National Olympic Committee of Zambia for the generous decision to adopt this name for these facilities. 
I hope and trust that the sport project will go a long way in enhancing harmony and unity in the neighboring communities and beyond, and eventually contributing to the progress of Zambia’s economic and social development. It is also my hope that the YAMATO Field will become yet another symbol of friendship between Japan and Zambia.
Thank you.
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