REMARKS BY H.E. MR. AKIO EGAWA, AMBASSADOR OF JAPAN TO THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA, ON THE OCCASION OF THE SIGNING OF GRANT CONTRACTS WITH CHONGWE AND MUMBWA DISTRICT HEALTH OFFICES 
EMBASSY OF JAPAN CHANCERY, LUSAKA, 29TH MARCH 2011.
Dr. Charles Msiska, Chongwe District Health Officer 

Dr. Christopher Dube, Mumbwa District Health Officer
Representatives from the SHIMA Project 
Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my pleasure to be here today to sign, on behalf of the Government of Japan, Grant Contracts with the Chongwe District Health Office and Mumbwa District Health Office for The Project for Improvement of Referral Transport System in Chongwe and Mumbwa Districts.

Today, the Government of Japan is providing a Grant worth 18,660 United States dollars, approximately 88 million Zambian Kwacha to Chongwe District Health Office and another Grant worth 18,373 United States dollars, approximately 86.5 million Zambian Kwacha, to Mumbwa District Health Office, to facilitate the importation of ambulances. 

Chongwe and Mumbwa District Health Offices do not have enough ambulances to cater for their populations and have been forced to use utility vehicles as referral vehicles. Naturally, these vehicles are not suitable for emergency transport of patients as they are not fitted with medical equipment for life-saving treatment of patients while in transit. In some cases, lack of proper transport, compounded by non-availability of reliable public transport systems in both districts, has resulted in delayed referrals of patients to health centres and thus fatalities. 

It is in view of such dire need for appropriate and reliable referral transport for the District Health Offices that two municipalities in Japan decided to donate an ambulance to each district. The delivery of the vehicles is being facilitated by the Government of Japan under the Grants being provided today. 
Specifically, the Grants will be used to cover the cost of servicing the two ambulances, their shipment from Yokohama to Dar-es-Salaam and their transportation from Dar-es-Salaam to Lusaka. In this regard, I hope the Zambian authorities will facilitate quick clearance and transportation of the vehicles to the districts.

The ambulance coming to Mumbwa District Health Office has been donated by the Fire Department of Saitama City. Mumbwa has a population of over 224,000 and this will be the first ambulance they will be getting in the district. The ambulance for Chongwe District Health Office has been donated by the Integrated Fire Department of Western Saitama Municipalities and will be utilized in Zone 2 of the district.
The two District Health Offices have been implementing the JICA-funded SHIMA Project (Project for Scaling-up of Quality HIV and AIDS Care Service Management) and have acquired necessary skills and techniques for vehicle maintenance through the Mobile Anti-Retroviral Therapy (ART) programme, a component of the SHIMA Project. It is my hope that once the two District Health Offices receive the ambulances, they will use them for their intended purpose and properly maintain them.
The preparation for the dispatch of the two ambulances to Zambia is being done by the Society for Promotion of Japanese Diplomacy (SPJD). The Society has a scheme to support the exportation of second-hand ambulances to foreign countries.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Japan is now faced with unprecedented challenges caused by the earthquake and the tsunami. However, the Japanese nation is now all united together and the Government and people of Japan are making every possible effort to overcome this difficult situation. I would like to take this opportunity to express the sincere gratitude of the Government and people of Japan for the kind sympathy shown by numerous organisations and individuals in Zambia. Despite the current situation, the Government of Japan remains committed to continued cooperation with Zambia for the promotion of the economic and social development of the country.

In closing, I sincerely hope the acquisition of the ambulances will contribute to the improvement of health service delivery in the two districts and bring about the enhancement of the quality of life for the members of the communities concerned. It is also my hope that it will further strengthen the friendship existing between Japan and Zambia. 
I thank you.
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