REMARKS BY H.E. MR AKIO EGAWA, AMBASSADOR OF JAPAN TO THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA ON THE OCCASION OF THE SIGNING OF A GRANT CONTRACT WITH JAPAN ANTI-TUBERCULOSIS ASSOCIATION
EMBASSY OF JAPAN, LUSAKA, 3rd MARCH 2011
Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my great pleasure to be here today, representing the Government of Japan at this signing ceremony for the Grant Assistance for Japanese NGO Project. 

Today, the Government of Japan will provide a grant amounting to 753,116 United States dollars, or approximately 3.5 billion Zambian Kwacha, to Japan Anti-Tuberculosis Association (JATA). The purpose of the grant is to facilitate the implementation of the Project for TB/HIV Community DOTS with people-centered approach in Zambia, Phase III to be run by JATA in Bauleni Compound, Lusaka. The grant will contribute to the enhancement of the organization’s efforts in further reducing the spread of TB/HIV infection through holistic care and support to the people and households affected by the diseases. 
Since 2008, JATA has implemented Phase I and Phase II of the same project in Bauleni Compound in partnership with the Ministry of Health, Lusaka District Health Management Team, and other stakeholders in the community. The Embassy of Japan has supported the previous 2 phases of the project, with the total assistance so far provided amounting to more than 800,000 United States dollars. During the past 2 phases, JATA has successfully established Active Case Finding Management Center in Bauleni Compound and has been providing TB diagnostic and HIV/AIDS counseling and testing services. TB volunteers have also been trained to give treatment support, awareness-raising, and health education. For TB diagnosis, JATA has introduced X-ray examination, which had not been available in Bauleni Compound before. JATA’s activities have made TB- and HIV/AIDS-related health services more accessible for the community, thereby contributing to early case finding and better treatment support. Bearing these facts in mind, the Government of Japan, upon the request from JATA, has decided to extend financial assistance to the organization to enable it to implement Phase III of the Project.
In Phase III of the Project, in addition to continuation of the aforementioned activities, JATA will prepare for handing over of the TB diagnostic function and treatment support system to the Bauleni Health Center. An X-ray building and a laboratory will be constructed at the Health Center, the X-ray machine will be shifted from the Active Case Finding Management Center to the new building, and laboratory material for sputum smear examination will be provided. I would like to take this opportunity to urge JATA and all the stakeholders to work together to further strengthen the existing TB diagnostic and treatment system in order to ensure sustainability of the project. 
The Grant Assistance for Japanese NGO Projects is a scheme for providing Japanese Government funds for economic and social development projects undertaken by Japanese NGOs in developing countries and regions. The aim of this scheme is to provide timely and direct support to Japanese NGOs involved in community development, primary health care, education, poverty relief and support for the less privileged people. 

It is hoped that the JATA activities will continuously contribute towards the well-being of the vulnerable people in Zambia, and further contribute to the strengthening of the cordial relations that exist between Japan and Zambia.
Thank you.
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