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15th Japanese Ambassador’s Karate Tournament
6 September 2026 | National Sports Development Centre (NASDEC)

Guest of Honour, Mr. Kangwa Chileshe, Permanent Secretary for Youth and Sport, Ministry of Youth, Sport and Arts,
Mr. Simba Mangaba, Executive Director of Kyokushin Kenbukaikan International,
Distinguished guests, officials, coaches, parents and supporters,
And, above all, all karateka who participated in this tournament,

As we bring the 15th Japanese Ambassador’s Karate Tournament to a close, I would first like to congratulate every karateka who stepped onto the floor during this competition. It has been a privilege to witness your skill, courage and concentration, and to see the results of many months and years of training.

To those receiving medals and trophies today, congratulations. Your success reflects talent, preparation and composure under pressure. I hope you will accept your awards with humility and remember everyone who contributed to your achievement: your instructors, training partners, families and opponents.
To those who did not receive an award, I also offer my sincere congratulations. Entering a competition requires courage. A result on one day does not define your ability or your future. The lessons that come from disappointment, when examined honestly and used constructively, can become the foundation of later success. I hope each of you leaves today with a clearer understanding of what you have achieved and what you wish to improve.

This 15th edition is an important milestone. Over these two days at NASDEC, we have seen karateka test themselves in kata, semi-contact and full-contact competition. Yet a tournament does not continue for fifteen editions through ceremony alone. It endures because generations of organisers, instructors, referees, volunteers and supporters choose to invest their time and energy in it. Their collective effort has transformed the Japanese Ambassador’s Karate Tournament into a respected platform for competition and exchange in Zambia and the wider region.

I therefore extend my sincere appreciation to Kyokushin Kenbukaikan International, the participating karate organisations and clubs, and everyone involved in planning and managing this event. I thank the referees and judges, whose impartial decisions protected the credibility of the competition, and the medical and technical teams who helped ensure the safety of the participants.
I also wish to recognize the coaches and instructors. The public sees the performance in the ring, but rarely sees the early mornings, repeated corrections and patient guidance that make that performance possible. To the parents and families, thank you for the sacrifices you make and for encouraging young karateka to persevere.

I extend our sincere appreciation to the Ministry of Youth, Sport and Arts, represented today by Mr. Kangwa Chileshe, for its continued support for the development of sport and young athletes in Zambia. I also thank CFAO Mobility Zambia / Toyota Zambia for its generous sponsorship. By supporting this tournament, Toyota is not merely supporting a two-day competition. It is helping athletes gain experience, giving young people a goal towards which to work, and strengthening a sporting community that continues to expand across Zambia and the region.


Before the medal presentations, we will see demonstrations of two Japanese martial arts. Ms. Hazuki Hatakeyama, who is my colleague and holds a black belt will demonstrate kendo, followed by a karate demonstration by two children of Embassy staff, aged eight and nine. Although karate and kendo differ in their techniques and forms, both are budo - Japanese martial ways. Budo is not simply a set of techniques for defeating an opponent. It is a path of training through which a person learns respect, discipline, self-control and perseverance. Both arts demand control of mind as well as body and teach that the most important victory is mastery over oneself.
The children's demonstration has a further significance. Karate originated in Japan and was once introduced to Zambia from abroad. Today, the karate community here has grown to the point that Zambian and Zimbabwean instructors are teaching this Japanese martial art to Japanese children living in Zambia. This is no longer a one-way transfer of culture, but a genuine two-way exchange. Zambia has embraced karate, developed it through local dedication, and is now passing it back to a new generation of Japanese practitioners. This is a powerful illustration of the ties that karate has created between our people.

When you return to your dojos, I encourage you to share what you have learned here. Help younger karateka. Respect those with less experience. Train with purpose, but also with patience. The value of this tournament will not be measured only by today’s results, but by what each participant does after leaving this venue.

Once again, congratulations to all the award recipients and to every participant. I wish you a safe journey home and continued success in your training. I now declare the 15th Japanese Ambassador’s Karate Tournament officially closed.

Thank you very much.
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