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Republic of Zambia
Ministry of Health

STATEMENT ON COVID-19 IN ZAMBIA
LUSAKA (Friday 24" December 2021)

Members of the press,

As the number of COVID-19, cases continue to rise sharply across the country, we must respond
with an equally strong and aggressive reaction. The Government over time has put in place various
measures to prevent and control the pandemic while making efforts to mitigate the negative impacts

of the disease on people’s livelihoods and the economy.

The Government remains committed to ensuring the safety of its people in terms of health as well as
social and economic status. Recognising health as a key determinant of social and economic well-
being, the Government under the Leadership of the President of the Republic of Zambia, His
Excellency Mr Hakainde Hichilema has emphasised particular public health and social measures to

prevent and control the COVID-19 pandemic in the country.

There have been a number of public health measures introduced by Government during the various
stages of the pandemic, which have been modified from time to time. Allow me to clearly indicate

the current public health and social measures in force:

1. The Public Health Act CAP 295 of the Laws of Zambia remains the principal law from which

statutory instruments 21, 22 and 62 were drawn:
i.  Statutory Instrument 21 of 2020 designates COVID-19 as a notifiable disease. This

i
means that all cases of COVID-19 must be reported to health authorities and

documented accordingly.
Statutory Instrument 22 of 2020 provides additional regulations to facilitate

management and control of COVID-19.
iii.  Statutory Instrument 62 of 2020 provided for clear guidelines on gatherings;
restricting events in hot spots and demanding clearance from the health authorities to
gather.

2. Considering all the above legal provisions the following guidance is given emphasising on
adherence to the five golden rules. All public premises must provide adequate handwashing

and sanitation facilities with running water.
Bars, Casinos, nightclubs, shall operate from 17:00 to 23:00hrs but strictly adhere to

the public health and social measures including physical distancing and no crowding.
- Restaurants shall operate normally but strictly adhere to the public health and social
measures including physical distancing and no crowding.




ii.  Weddings, funerals and social events shall take place but strictly adhere to the five

golden rules while limiting numbers to not more that 50 at each event.

iv.  Religious gatherings are limited to an hour 3 times a week.

Sports and concerts — indoor events are discouraged. For all events, strict adherence

to the prescribed public health measures is emphasised.

Meetings, conferences, and workshops — while physical meetings are discouraged,

these will take place with restriction on numbers to be determined by the health

authorities. Hybrid or virtual meetings are encouraged.

vii.  Schools & institutions of learning will remain open with strict adherence to the ‘5
golden rules’. Surveillance activities in these institutions will continue.

viii.  Points of entry including travel — the borders remain open but travellers will be
screened at points of entry. The travellers may be subjected to self-quarantine or
healthcare facility management if required.

Furthermore, the traveller must provide a PCR test SARS-CoV-2 negative certificate.
The certificate is valid for a test done within 72 hours prior to departure.

ix.  Trading places — will operate within normal hours with strict adherence public health
and social measures. Premises abrogating the public health measures may be closed
down. '

Xx. Work places — to avoid crowding, the workforce must work on rotational basis.
Vaccination of staff must be encouraged.

Vi.

Surveillance and Case Management

In the last 24 hours, we recorded Three Thousand Six Hundred and Seventy-Two (3,§72)
new COVID-19 cases out of the 13,721 tests conducted countrywide, giving an overall national
positivity of 27%.

The breakdown of the new cases and within province positivity are as follows:

e Central province 445 (38%) e Muchinga proYince 131 (25%)

o Copperbelt province 965 (30%) e Northern province 41. (68%) ]

o Eastern province 91 (15%) o North-western provu?ce 270 (23 /g)
o Luapula province 132 (20%) . Southgrn provmce°453 (29%)
o Lusaka province 1,014 (31%) e Western province 130 (19%)

At district level, the new cases were reported from 87 districts. The districts t-hat reported 50 or molrej
cases include: Lusaka (725); Kitwe (384); Kabwe (332); Ndola (214); Solwezi (15?); Clho(r;%v)ve érl\:m)é
ili . : 2 8); Mufulira (84); Kafue (82); Chingola ;
bombwe (121); Mansa (95); Mazabuka (88); . 69);
?:QII)II'aLivingstoée (64); Kasempa (60); Monze (59); and Mpika (56). The rest of the Districts (70)
7

reported 47 or fewer new Cases each.
' 2.
The cumulative number of COVID-19 confirmed cases recorded to date now stands at 228,93

> (3) new deaths in the last 24 hours, all from Lusaka. All three deaTt::
associated deaths. The three were aged between 33 and 69.
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cumulative number of COVID-19 related deaths recorded to date now stands at 3,691 (classified as
2,753 COVID-19 deaths and 938 COVID-19 associated deaths).

We currently have 16,309 active cases (up from 13,317 reported yesterday).

o Patients in isolation facilities: In the last 24 hours, we had 83 new admissions and

conversely 66 facility discharges were made. There are currently a total 261 (2%) of the
active cases admitted to isolation facilities with 54 (21%) on Oxygen therapy while 15 (6%)

are classified as being in critical condition. Of those currently admitted, 82% are
unvaccinated. ;

Patients being managed from home: We discharged 611 patients from home management,

who met the WHO criteria for discharge, leaving 16,048 (98%) of the active patients
currently under home management.

Following the combined 677 discharges made in the last 24 hours, the cumulative number of
recoveries recorded to date now stands at 208,932 (91% recovered).

National vaccination programme

In the last 24 hours, the following entries were made under the vaccination programme:

o Pfizer: 13 Dose 1

Moderna: 434 Dose 1

Sinopharm: 1,463 Dose 1 and 346 Dose 2
AstraZeneca: 1,804 Dose 1 and 1,463 Dose 2
Johnson and Johnson: 26,518 doses

This brings the cumulative number of total doses that have been administered -to date to 1,574,449.
These are broken down by dose type as follows: 477,352 Dose 1 vaccinations and 1,097,097
fully vaccinated (of which 870,414 (79%) are the single dose J&J vaccinations).

As .I conclude, allow me to thank the public for their cooperation in this national ﬁgr?t especially all
‘ those who remain compliant to the prescribed public health measures for the prevention and control

COVID-19.




