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Refugees
get $1m
Japan aid

SHIKANDA KAWANGA
Kaoma

THE Japanese government has allocated
L!S$1 million for the improvement
of refugees’ welfare and integration
into society of former refugees al
Mayukwayukwa Camp.

Japanese Ambassador to Zambia
Hidenobu Sobashima said his
guvornment last year released over
USS2 million to e Usitzd Nations
(UN) agencies (o help in addressing the
challenges that the refugees and former
refugees were facing,

Mr Sobashima said this on Thursday
when he toured some Japanese funded
projects at Mayukwayukwa Refugee
Camp in Kaoma.

. “We appreciate and admire the efforts
ol the Zambian government in accepting

.refugees and former refugees from

various countries,” Mr Sobashima said.

He said the Zambian government
through the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
spent USS11.3 million between 2012
and 2016 courtesy of the Japanese
government on refugees programmes
in the country.

He commended Government for
implementing the local integration
programme under which long-term
immigrants from Angola and Rwanda,
were recognised as former refugees to
sustainably resettle them.

Mr Sobashima urged the UN
agencies to put the funds to good use
by addressing the challenges that the
refugees and former refugees are facing,

And Minstry of Lands and Natural
Resources Western Province acting land
resettlement officer Barbara Chimbwe
said about 1,336 plots where allocated
to both Zambians and former refugees
under the local integration programme

And Ministry of Home Affairs
representative Solomon Muleénga said
the ministry has received a total of 3,445
applications forresidence permits from
2012 to March |, this year, of which,
362 refugees have been issued with
documents.

And UNHCR assistant durable
solutions officer Maureen Namwanyi
thanked the Japanese government for
the financial support towards refugees.

Ms Namwanyi said the agency
will ensure that the funds are used
for the intended purpose of reseftling
former refugees al Mayukwayukwa and
Kenani Refugee camps in Kaoma and
Nchelenge, respectively.

Road works 1n

MELODY MUPETA second gohbli
Chingols e the last gobhé
Speaking
ROAD Development Agency mﬁﬁm
(RDA) board chairperson Samuel  the kind of w

Mukupa has described the contractor ha
yuulity of works done on the 174 anaﬂofﬁoostq
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Church urged
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