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ZNS officersin Nakownde for

conlainers.

5

| s O MiNCassawur:

(ZNS) officers in Nakonde
District have impounded |
eight trucks loaded with '
Mukula tree logs. | .
Muchinga Province
Permanent Secretary
Bright Nundwe said that

. ZNS. officers impounded

the trucks as they were
on their way fo Tanzania

T through the Nakonde

border post. '

Mr Nundwe sdid the
drivers were from Tanzania
and Zambia and upon be-
ing intercepted by the ZNS
officers, they abandoned
the containers and ran into
the bush. '

“On Wednesday between
09:00 and 10:00 hours,
ZNS officers impounded

\eightcontainers loaded with

Mukula logs,” Mr Nundwe
said. “Police have since
launched a manhuntforthe
eight drivers of the trucks.”

He said illegal transpor-
tation of the Mukula iree
should not be allowed to
continue as selfish individu-
als working in partnership
with some foreigners were
robbing the country of
revenue that could be chan-
nelled to developmental
projects.

Mr Nundwe said his office
would continue to monitor
the border to ensure that no

 illegul activities took place

and all the transactions
were done in a corruption-

. - free manner.

He said it was sad that
some criminals received
kelp from some unpatriotic
civil servants in the province
by helping them (criminals)

fo obtain papers to legalise
the criminal activities.

M# Nundwe said after

- searching the coniaginers,

it was found that some of
them had seals from various
Government depariments
that were making it easy for
the culprits to move without
being intercepted.

He warned civil servants
intheprovince to desist from
engaging inillegal activities
as those found wanting
risked being fired, saying
the Government would not

 tolerate indiscipline from

11,000 families 10 henefit:

‘Develop sustainable
initiatives’

By HOPE BWALYA
ONE, Planet Café Zambia

(OPCZ), a banana_paper

manufacturing company
has called on Zambians
to develop sustainable
initiatives that will benefit
the country’s economy and
the environment.

said sustainable initiatives
would help preserve the
natural resources of the
country andensure longevity
of the resources.

Mr Ekberg was speaking
during the tour of the K1
million Japanese-funded
paper-making factory by
Japanese Ambassador
to Zambia, Hidenobu
Sobashima in Mfuwe.

Mr Ekberg said due to
unsustaimable practices, the
world was losing about 50
animal and plant species a
day out ofabout five million
species in the world.

“Our vision is to reduce
poverty while offering
business solutions. We need
sustainable development
so as o sirike a balance
between nature, people and
profits. We believe that one
should not take more from
nature than they can take
back,” he said.

The company currently
has about 23 employees
that benefit more than 250
families and, as a result of
the grant, the company is
expected to increase to 80
empldyées with more than

The company is currently
manufacturing its refined
finished products in Japan
and selling them on the
Japanese and European
markets. As of last year, it
shipped about four tonnes
of' banana fibre to be refined
into paper in Japan.

Mr Ekberg appealed to
the(‘mvexmncnﬂur;gt:;pon
and partnership to le it
expand its business to other
places of the country.

Eastern Province deputy

Permanent Secretary Patrick
Mwanawasa said the factory
would help reduce poverty,
thereby empowering the
local community socially
and economically.

Mr Mwanawasa said the
factory would also enhance
trade and spur foreign direct
investment in the province.

Meanwhile, Mr
Sobashima urged the
company to utilise the
facilities to the best of its
ability in order to ensure
longevity and increase
economic growth.

Alessandro Mariani
said the funds would
help Zambia achieve its
national development
plan that was aimed at
turning the country into
a prosperous middle
mcome country by 2030,

Mr Marian said through

and MUNAMBEZA
MUWANEI
INSPECTOR General of
Police Kakoma Kanganja
yesterday led a team
of police officers in
cleaning the University
Teaching Hospitals (UTH)
surroundings as part of

PF Secretary
General chides
Chipimo

By JAMES KUNDA
THE Patriotic Front (PF) has
taken exception to a state-
ment attributed to National
Restoration Party (NAREP)
leader Elias Chipimo that
there is “deep™ corruption
in the Government.

PF secretary general
Davies Mwila has since
challenged Mr Chipimo to
furnish the law enforcement
agencies with evidence of
the corruption he was talk-
ing about.

mg
Mr Mwila said agencies
like.the Anti-Corruption
Commission, which oper-

‘|" ated under an Act of Parlia-

ment, were on hand to deal
with perpetrators of grafi
either in the public or private
sector.

Theopposition leader was
quoted in yesterday’s edition
of the Mast newspaper say-
ing corruption in President
Edgar Lungu’s government
was rampant.

aNAREP women’s conven-
tion in Ndola on Monday.

Mr Mwila, in an inter-
view yesterday said the
ruling party was surprised

“As a party, we will not
take Mr Chipimo seriously
because he has not provided
any evidence to back his
claim, moreover, he is a
lawyer and what we know
is that lawyers talk with
facts,” he said.

Headvised MrChipimoto
desist from playing “petty”
politics as such a strategy
would not earn his party
any mileage on the political
playing field.
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Effect

By HOPE BWALYA
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By HARRY LOW

Only half of the people who Fall three storeys
survive. From 10 storeys almost no-one does,
This is the tale of & window cleaner who sur-
vived a 47-floor fall from the roof of a New

York skyscraper.

“1 loved to see the
windows really clean,”
Aleides Moreno says.

“1 liked the water and
the soup, how vau press he
e

“We would start at the (o

and clean all the way to the
bttt | loved i

Marend abd his younger
hz_uﬂw‘r_i::dsm .sglfui to t‘iienn

Asneda, New Yook City Fire
Departinent

"On tie Iaft side the cable
came off first, That was m
brather’s part. My brother fell
ofl,all the way down,” Aleides
Moreno says.

Edgar plummeted 4724t
[Fd4m), landing in o narrow
Hlley. Hy the fime he reached
the round it's estimated e
wotld fmve been trvelling
atmore thua ] 20moh . Alcides

yscraper

explinng,
[ T A |

washing equipment from the.
mo{'r!t:gy samm Jue might
still have imended 1o go buck
il put enh the harpess hefore
Rtirting wiork

‘Speculation continues a5
tohow he sucvived, By hald-
ing tight as be Fell, did ihe
saffolding rake most of the
Impact B the weaffold)
somehow st the wir? £i
Aleides Moretn bounee off
the sida of the building ot the
weay down, stowing s fall)

The twobroters, originally
from Ecoudor, had arnved in
the US | the 1990s looking
Tor wiark.

“Losing lum wea & big
deal forme," Aleides Moreno
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for NCZ

Ecer Zuze Banda
tisfactory answers
sed by the Auditor

failed w0 give
hswers, prompting
je commities to ask

> financially - Shawa

therefore be well managed.

“NCZ s a4 very strategic
company. The demand for
fertiliser is real and we cannotsit
idly by and watch it waste away
because of poor management,”
Mr Mbulakitima said.

He said Zambia hias embraced

MP Mwansa agriculture as an economic
said the NCZ is  activity and NCZ has as a key
Ie nationand should  rale in this quest

r money laundering

mmission
ndering
jested o
aundering

purporting that the amount was percent of
the performance security guarantee for the
sed with  printing and supply of campaign materials

tences. for a named political party for the 2016

. on dates
V obiamned
director in

2015 and
bintly and
he two did
ounting to
irector of

by falsely

general elections when in fact not.” she said.
Ms Katongo said & Toyota Land Cruiser
has been seized as part of money laundering
praceeds of the crime and that the two
suspects are currently on police bond and
will appear in court SOOI
Ms Katongo said the commission had
also arrested a truck driver i Chibombo
, district who was later found guilty and
sentenced to five years imprisonment for
trafficking in 1.650 tonnes of cannabis.
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VIOLET MENGO

Chipa o
JAPANESE Tobacco
International (JTI) is set tof
plant 7.5 million trees by
the year 2022 to help reduce
deforestation in the distriet
.and for use in tobaceo curing.

Leafmanager Peter Chibale
told a team comprising Eastern
Provinee penmanent secretary
Chanda Kasolo, Japanese
Ambassador to Zambia
Hidenoby Sebashima and
officials from the government
and the Japanese Embassy
who visited Lhe tabacco
plantation in Chipata district
that in 2015/2016, JTI planted
1.7'millicn trees.

Mr Chibale said IT1 works
with 3,035 small-scale farmers
and producers to produce
about 4,000 tonnes of tobacco
each year,

“We want to deter farmers
from cutting down trees, Sowe
have planted senaspectabilis
trees which will be used as live
buds in the curing of tobacco
and will also help in reducing
soil eresion,” Mr Chibale said.

And Mr Kasolo said
Govermment 15 in the process
of adopting a school feeding
model that encourages a high
retention of children in school.

Vizenge Primary School,
which was built in 1967,
implements a feeding
Programme.

It grows different crops, sells
them and uses the eamings to
buy maize samp which is used
Jo feed the pupils.

“Mast of our schools have
enough land to cultivate; and
once implemented. our local
business community will surely
buy in the programme. Such

ITI to plant 7.5m trees in Chipata

an initiative is not common in
Zambia,” Mr Kasolo said.
He said the model is self-

sufficient, sustainable and

affordable for most schools and
serves as a leaming model for
the pupils who also 1ake part in
cultivating the land.

*1t 1s imporlant as Eastern
Province to emulate the Japanese
feeding model and ensure we
also add value to our cropsin the
long term. We also hope pupils,
once they graduate, will help in
advancing the agro business in
the province,™ he said.

Mr Kasolo said the feeding
programme would be used to
teach other schools.

And Mr Sobashima said he
was glad the feeding programme
was a success story that
Government would scale up to
other schools.

JT1 has also rehabilitated
Vizenge School and equipped it
with a computer lab to enhance
computer lessons .
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over 3 Katete
primary schools

By AARON CHIYANZO
in Katete
THE Japanese government
remains a key friend of
Zambia in extending the
education sector to the
under-privileged children

in rural areas, Eastern
Province permanent
Chanda Kasolo has said.

Speaking at a cersmony where
the Japanese government was
handing over three primary
schools to Government in Katete
district, Mr Kasolo thanked
the Japanese for the continued
support to the Zambian people
in various sectors.

He noted that community
schools played a kev role in
providing education to millions
of Zambian children especially
the under-privileged.

He reiterated that the support
the Japanese government had
rendered to the under-privileged

in Zambia had greatly improved

the learning ability of pupils in
comimunity schools,

Mr  Kasolo said  that
community schools had not been
spared from challenges despite
the positive gains that had been
recorded so far,

"I thank the Japanese
government for these three
community schools and the
numerous support they have
rendered to Zambia. They
remain a key friend in extending
education to the under-privileged
in rural areas. This will greatly
mmprove th. ~oficiensy of &, uils
in these schools. But they have
however not been spared from
ehallengas,” lig said.

The permanent secretary
also thanked Zambia Impact
Network, who lobbied for
funding for the three community
schools, and disclosed that the
network had now facilitated for a
total of 10 community schools in
Katete district.

And Japaness amhassador to
Zambia Hidenobu Sobashima
disclosed that his government
had so far funded 160 projects
throughout Zambia under the
Grassrcots Human  Security

Projects. _
Ambassador Sobashima
explained that the primary .

objective of the programme was
o support various develepment
and human security projects
that enhanced the livelihood of
vulnerable people.

Heexplained thatthe J apanese
government was prompted to
give the Zambia Impact Network
over $45 million after getting
information that pupils in Katete

were learning from church
buildings,

Meanwhile, Zambia Impact
Network  regional  director

Danie] Mwanza said that his
organization  had  secured

another grant from an American

agency for the construction of
two community schoels in Sinda
and Petauke,

Mr Mwanza said that the twa
eommaenity schools would be
fully furnished and provided
with solar power.
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Japan supports

By AARON CHIYANZO

THE Japanese government
has officially handed over
a US$ 102, 170 project for
the expansion of a banana
paper-making factory in

Japanese ambassador
to Zambia Hidenobu
Sobashima has said.
Speaking at the handover
ceremony in Mfuwe, Mt
Subashima said that the Japanese

Mfuwe to One Planet Cafe government appreciated the
Zambia in an effort to activities of One Planet Cafe
support growth of loeal Zambia for the innovative

industries and creating
jobs for the local people,

undertaking of making paper
from banana stems,

Customer Notice

We wish to advise all our esteemed
customers and the general public
that following the Bank of Zambia
announcement of the reduction of the
Monitory Policy Rate from 15.5% to 14%
our Kwacha Credit Facilities that are
linked to the Monitory Policy Rate
are reduced by 1.5% effective
Ist March 2017.

For further detalls, please contact your nearest branch,

Mfuwe

paper-making factory

The ambassador pointed out
that banana stems were usually
just thrown away and that it was
inspiring that a. Zambian firm
had come up with an initiative to
utilize the resource,

The ambassador said the mini-
factory which was constrieted in
2014 now has 18 employees but
that the project would employ a
lot more once expanded.

He explaived that the firm
requested  Japan o assist iy
expanding the project after
presenting them with a plan and
that theyresponded positively by
giving them over US$ 100,000 for
the expansion and procurement
of necessary equipment,

"One Planet Cafe Zambia
prepared a plan. for making
banana paper and paper products
here, and requested Japan to
assisl them. We considered and
decided to extend a total of US4
102,170 for expansion of factory
and procurement of  necessary
equipment,” said Mr Sobashima.

And Eastern Province deputy
permanent  secretary  Pitrick
Mwanawasa said that the factory
would boost trade in the province
once fully expanded,

Mr  Mwanawisa  expressed
happiness that paper products
would  be  manufactured from
in the province and thal more
direct and indirect jobs would be
created.

One Planet Cafe Zambia chief
executive officer Billy Mwanza
assured thal the money given by
Japan would be used expand the
factory and buy more equipment.

My Mwanza said that the
lactory would (ransform the lives
of nearby farmers whom he said
liad been supplying the factory
with the banans fibre used for
making paper,
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youth participation

By SANDRA MACHIMA
THE high levels of illiteracy
among youths in Zambia
is a hindrance to active
participation in national
affairs, says Zambia
Teachers Forum Muchinga
Province director Benny
Chishatama.

Mr Chishatama said being
an active youth in Zambia, he
called on the Government and
other stakeholders to provide
necessary  opportunities  that
prepared youths in a democratic
soclety sueh as  empowering
them with education,

He said youths were the key
drivers of the economy in any
country, therefore the challenge
was for them to'be proactive and
economically viable for them to
participate in the development
of the country,

Mr Chishatama urged youths
to be aclive citizens because
it was the key ingredient to
development.

“Befter  educated  youths
are. more likely to participate
because  education  ereates
informed, reflective and
self-confident  citizens, and
therefore, the high levels of
illiteracy among youths in
Zambia is a hindrance to
active participation in national
affairs,” he said,

He said education would
enstire  that  each  youth
effectively. and fully exercised
their responsibilities, roles and
rights of citizenship as well as
nurturing c¢itizenship skills,

“Youths need to take their
responsibilities through
teaching them to think critically
about issies in our country in all
learning institutions at any level
if Zambia is to prosper,” he said,

Mr Chishatama commendead
President Edgar Lungu  for
appointing: youths, saying this
had provided the youths an
opportunity to be part of the
Rovernance: system,
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