Remarks by H. E. Mr. Akio Egawa, Ambassador of Japan to Zambia 
On The Occasion Of the Handover Ceremony Of
 The Project for Implementation of the Medical Equipment of
 The University Teaching Hospital (UTH)
University Teaching Hospital, Lusaka, 31st May, 2011
Your Excellency, Mr. Rupiah Bwezani Banda, President of the Republic of Zambia, 

Honourable Kapembwa Simbao, MP, Minister of Health,

Dr. Peter Mwaba, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Health,
Dr. Lackson Kasonka, Managing Director, University Teaching Hospital,
Representatives from the UTH Medical Equipment Project, 
Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my great pleasure to be here today on behalf of the Government of Japan and to handover to the University Teaching Hospital (UTH) the medical equipment procured under the Project for Implementation of the Medical Equipment to the University Teaching Hospital, the grant agreement for which was signed by our two governments in December, 2009. 
The aim of this Project is to further improve the hygiene and enhance the technical capacity of the University Teaching Hospital (UTH) through the provision of medical equipment worth 3.7 million US dollars, approximately equivalent to 5.5 billion Zambian Kwacha. The Project has facilitated the rehabilitation of 12 operating rooms; 3 intensive care units, namely the main intensive care unit, the neonatal intensive care unit and the paediatric intensive care unit; 5 special observation rooms; and 5 birthing rooms. In addition, there has been procurement and installation of various pieces of medical equipment, most notable of which are: anaesthesia machines, suction machines, sonograms and patient surveillance monitors, among many others. 
In line with the set-up of the equipment, a team of Japanese experts worked together with the medical and technical staff of UTH for skills transfer in the operation and maintenance of the equipment. The exercise also included the introduction of the so-called “5S” Japanese management principle which  comprises “seiri” (sorting), “seiton” (setting up), “seiketsu” (shining), “souji” (systematic cleaning) and ”shitsuke” (sustainability and self-discipline) in order to ensure effective and efficient management of the new hospital facilities, thereby guaranteeing longer life span.
Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Japan has continued to extend its development assistance to, among others, the health sector in Zambia, based on the belief that the quality of health service directly reflects the quality of life for people at the grassroots level and thus is indicative of the social development of the nation. In this light, it might be worth recalling the history of Japan’s cooperation with the University Teaching Hospital, which is the topmost referral hospital in Zambia.  
Japan started its cooperation with UTH way back in 1980. In 1991, after ten years of technical cooperation, Japan supported the establishment of a virus infection investigation laboratory, which has since evolved into the National Referral Laboratory. In 1994, UTH and the urban health centres in Lusaka received medical equipment from Japan for internal and paediatric medicine in order to improve the basic healthcare network in Lusaka. In 1997, Japan supported the upgrading of the tuberculosis (TB) laboratory and the paediatrics ward. Up to last year, the HIV/AIDS and TB Control Project was being implemented in collaboration with UTH. Furthermore, a number of UTH members of staff at different levels have attended training courses facilitated by the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA).
In addition to the cooperation harnessed through the Japanese Government, Japan’s private sector has also assisted UTH. For example, Tokushukai, one of the largest groups of health institutions in Japan, assisted UTH to establish the Renal Dialysis Unit in October last year. The Unit is the first of its kind in Zambia and has made it possible for a number of Zambians to receive renal dialysis without having to go abroad.  
One of the principles on which Japan’s development assistance is anchored is to support sincere self-help development efforts being made by its partner countries. Japan appreciates the strenuous efforts being made by the Government of the Republic of Zambia towards the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in the health sector. It is from this point of view that I sincerely hope that this contribution of equipment will have positive impact on the initiatives being undertaken by the Zambian Government, aimed at further reducing maternal and child mortality in Zambia.
Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Japan is now faced with unprecedented challenges caused by the earthquake and the tsunami disaster which occurred in March this year. However, the Government and people of Japan are making every possible effort to overcome this crisis. I would like to take this opportunity to express the sincere gratitude of the Government and people of Japan for the warm sympathy and solidarity shown by the Government and people of Zambia.  We will not forget it. Despite the current situation, the Government of Japan remains committed to continued cooperation with Zambia for the promotion of the economic and social development of the country. 
In closing, please allow me to express my sincere hope and trust that these pieces of medical equipment will be effectively utilised and well maintained so that they can serve many people for a long time to come. In this way, the Project would contribute to the enhancement of the quality of life for the people of Zambia through improved health resulting in higher productivity and enhancement in the general social and economic development of the country. It is also my hope that the Project will further strengthen the cordial friendship existing between Japan and Zambia. 
Thank you very much for your kind attention.
(END)
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