
REMARKS MADE BY H.E. AKIO EGAWA

AMBASSADOR OF JAPAN TO THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA

ON THE OCCASION OF THE SIGNING OF THE GRANT CONTRACT WITH NDEKELENI DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION 
EMBASSY OF JAPAN CHANCERY, LUSAKA, 23 MARCH 2011.

Ms. Rita Nyirenda, Project Manager

Ndekeleni Development Foundation

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure to be here today to sign the Grant Contract between the Embassy of Japan and Ndekeleni Development Foundation for the Project for Supporting of Youth Livelihoods in Mazabuka. 
This Project is being funded under the Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects of the Government of Japan. This scheme was introduced in Zambia in 1990 and approximately 140 projects have been funded and implemented around the country under the scheme since its inception.

Mazabuka is a fast growing urbanized town and is quickly becoming a thriving agricultural, mining and manufacturing town. Being a major source of Zambia’s sugar production, Mazabuka serves as one of the main transit points on the trunk road, linking the northern part of Zambia to the southern part of Zambia as well as linking Zambia to Southern Africa. This has resulted in a high volume of transient residents such as migrant farmers, industrial workers, migrant traders and fishermen, which in turn has led to the rise in HIV/AIDS infection rates. 

In Mazabuka and the surrounding areas, there are a number of people living with HIV/AIDS, who need livelihood and treatment support. There is a growing need for life skills training, sustainable livelihood support and HIV/AIDS prevention education for the vulnerable groups of the population, such as orphans and vulnerable children (OVC), youths and women.
Established in 2003, Ndekeleni Development Foundation has been making efforts to address the aforementioned problems by carrying out programmes in the following areas:
· Abstinence and Being Faithful,
· Orphans and Vulnerable Children (OVC) Support,
· Palliative Care and Counselling and Testing, and 
· Income Generation Activities

The Government of Japan appreciates these commendable efforts being undertaken by Ndekeleni Development Foundation in mitigating the impact of HIV/AIDS in Mazabuka and the surrounding communities.

I am pleased to announce that today the Government of Japan will provide a Grant amounting to 64, 742 United States dollars, or approximately 300 million Zambian Kwacha, to Ndekeleni Development Foundation. The purpose of the Grant is to facilitate the completion of the construction of the Training Centre for the Youth Livelihoods Support Skills Training Project and the purchase the necessary equipment such as sewing, embroidery and knitting machines for the training of the vulnerable youths.
It is hoped that this project will reinforce HIV/AIDS prevention and care, help the vulnerable community groups acquire practical livelihood skills thereby securing alternative sources of income, and create sustainable capacities among OVC and youths so that they can continue to support their families and siblings.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Japan is now faced with unprecedented challenges caused by the earthquake and tsunami. However, the Japanese nation is now all united together and the Government and people of Japan are making all possible efforts to overcome this difficult situation. I would like to take this opportunity to express the sincere gratitude of the Government and people of Japan for the kind sympathy shown by numerous organisations and individuals of Zambia. Despite the current situation, the Government of Japan remains committed to cooperating for the economic and social development of Zambia.
It is my sincere hope that the Grant will be used for its intended purpose and will contribute towards the well-being of the vulnerable youths in Mazabuka, and further contribute to the strengthening of the friendship between Japan and Zambia.

I am looking forward to stopping over in Mazabuka, on my way to Livingstone, to visit the Project Site some day once the Project is completed.
I thank you.
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