REMARKS BY H. E. MR. AKIO EGAWA, AMBASSADOR OF JAPAN TO
THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA ON THE OCCASION OF THE SIGNING OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ON THE JICA-GIZ PARTNERSHIP FOR WATER AND SANITATION IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
Taj Pamozi Hotel, Lusaka,Friday, 11th February, 2011
Your Excellency, Mr. Frank Meyke, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to Zambia,
Mr. Andreas Proksch, Director General, Africa Department, GIZ,
Mr. Robert Kressirer, Country Director, GIZ Zambia Office,
Mr. Shinya Ejima, Director General, Global Environment Department, JICA,
Mr. Shiro Nabeya, Resident Representative, JICA Zambia Office,
Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Today is a momentous day for JICA and GIZ as they have just signed the first ever Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on their partnership for Water and Sanitation in Sub-Saharan Africa. It is heartening that today happens to be Japan’s National Foundation Day, a very auspicious day. I would like to express my deep appreciation to all who have worked hard to realize this new stage of cooperation, and especially those present here who have travelled all the way from Japan and Germany to attend this event. It is a clear testimony to the importance the two institutions attach to their partnership. 
I am glad that Lusaka was chosen as the place for the signing of the document. We already have most friendly and fruitful relations between our two Embassies and JICA and GIZ offices here in Lusaka. There are also a lot of opportunities for JICA and GIZ to cooperate in Zambia. Therefore, it is very appropriate that this signing ceremony should be held in Zambia.  
Now, allow me to take a brief look at the water and sanitation sector in the context of Japan’s assistance policy towards Africa. The Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD) process has been a major pillar of Japan’s assistance policy toward Sub-Saharan Africa. Launched in 1993, the TICAD process has been promoting ownership of Africa and partnership from the international community, as well as partnership among all the stakeholders in relation to Africa’s development. Water and sanitation constitutes one of the focus areas in the TICAD process. The Yokohama Action Plan, adopted at the close of TICAD IV held in Yokohama, Japan in May 2008, specifically identifies ‘access to safe water and sanitation facilities’ and ‘effective and sustainable water resources management’ as indispensable elements in addressing development needs such as health, agriculture, disaster risk reduction, and peace and human security. 
Japan believes that its approach in the water and sanitation sector can feed into the successful achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) targets, particularly MDG7 whose aim is ‘to halve the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation by 2015’. This is not a stand-alone target but is co-related to the attainment of other MDGs. I recall that at the Muskoka G8 summit held in June 2010, it was stressed that ‘access to safe water and sanitation’ is critical in order to accelerate global effort to achieve reduction of child mortality (MDG4) and improving maternal health (MDG5). 
I would now like to touch upon Japan’s bilateral development assistance to Zambia in the water and sanitation sector, one of the priority sectors in Japan’s assistance policy vis a vis Zambia. Since 1985, the Government of Japan has been implementing a number of water-related projects both in urban and rural areas of the country. For instance, we have extended assistance for the provision of appropriate water and sanitation facilities in many low-income residential areas in Lusaka. With regard to rural water supply, there have been more than 1600 hand-pumped wells constructed around the country under Japanese support. In recent years, we have been focusing our assistance on sustainable management of those wells by the communities themselves. 
Water and sanitation is a critical area of focus in Zambia’s national development planning. The Sixth National Development Plan, which was launched on 4th February 2011, identifies water and sanitation as an indispensable ingredient in the efforts aimed at the attainment of overall human development in Zambia. In line with Zambia’s national strategy, Japan will continue rendering its support in this sector.  
Ladies and Gentlemen,
The MoU signed today between JICA and GIZ is both a reflection and consolidation of the close collaboration between JICA and GIZ, in Zambia and Sub-Saharan Africa. Indeed, it truly is an epoch-making document. It embodies an important element of the Paris Declaration, that is, to realize solid development results by utilizing each donor’s comparative advantages in a coordinated manner.
The new partnership between JICA and GIZ is also significant in a broader context of Japan-Germany relations. Sharing the basic values of freedom, democracy and human rights, our two countries not only enjoy an excellent bilateral relationship but are close partners in tackling a multitude of international and global issues and challenges such as the UNSC reform, reconstruction of Afghanistan, and nuclear disarmament. The new JICA-GIZ partnership is an important additional asset and will surely expand the horizons of Japan-Germany relations.  
Ladies and Gentlemen,
As I draw to a close, I would like to commend JICA and GIZ on this significant achievement of establishing a new framework of partnership. Sub-Saharan Africa’s progress on the MDG target for access to water and sanitation still remains inadequate. It is my sincere hope that JICA and GIZ will steadily convert the words into deeds and will together contribute to further expansion of coverage of safe water and sanitation around the countries in Sub-Saharan Africa, thereby creating a shining example of good practice in the effectiveness of the practical, result-oriented approach.
Once again, congratulations to JICA and GIZ on embarking on a new stage of partnership.  
Thank you very much.  
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