DISCOURSE BY THE AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE OF JAPAN

MR. AKIO EGAWA

AT THE PRESENTATION OF HIS LETTER OF CREDENTIALS

TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA

HIS EXCELLENCY MR. RUPIAH BWEZANI BANDA
STATE HOUSE, LUSAKA, 29TH NOVEMBER 2010
Your Excellency,

It is a great honor and privilege for me to be received by you and to present my Letter of Credentials as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to the Republic of Zambia and also the Letter of Recall of my predecessor, Mr. Hideto Mitamura.


May I take this opportunity, Your Excellency, to convey to you the cordial and warm greetings of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan. His Majesty has personally instructed me to convey to Your Excellency his wish that the close and friendly ties between Japan and Zambia be further strengthened and enhanced.

Your Excellency,
It is truly an honor for me to serve in this great country. Japan has the highest esteem toward Zambia for the significant political and economic progress the country has made over the course of merely half a century since its independence. I am happy to note that, during this period, Japan and Zambia have nurtured a close partnership on the basis of mutual respect and shared values. This interaction has enabled us to work together in upholding democracy and contributing to the creation of a world free from war and poverty.  
I would like to express, Your Excellency, Japan’s deep appreciation for the peace and stability which Zambia has continued to enjoy over the years. Arising from its internal tranquility, Zambia has consistently played a pivotal role in promoting peace and strengthening regional cooperation in Southern Africa. Zambia’s efforts in this regard are most commendable. 
Your Excellency,
It is most gratifying that Zambia is on a steady path of economic growth under your leadership as evidenced in the increasing levels of investment, both local and foreign, in different sectors of the economy. This development owes much to the success of the ongoing economic reform program, being implemented by your Government, which includes the betterment of investment climate. I would like to congratulate the Zambian Government for these achievements.
Please allow me, Your Excellency, to reiterate Japan’s unwavering resolve to cooperate closely with Zambia in its efforts for economic and social development. Within the framework of TICAD (Tokyo International Conference on African Development), which is the pillar of Japan’s cooperation for African development, Japan will continue its economic and technical cooperation initiatives in Zambia in various sectors, including agriculture, industry and investment promotion, infrastructure, health, and education. We are proud that many Japanese experts, volunteers and NGO personnel are deployed across the country in villages, schools and clinics, working hand in hand with local Zambians, thereby fostering people-to-people friendship and promoting technology transfer.
Your Excellency,
I am determined to do my best to strengthen the partnership which exists between Japan and Zambia in political, economic and other areas. It is therefore my sincere hope that the Government and the people of Zambia would be kind enough to extend their goodwill and support to me in my humble pursuit of duty as Ambassador.


In conclusion, may I offer you, Your Excellency, my best wishes for your continued good health and happiness and peace and prosperity for your esteemed nation.       
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