JAPANESE AMBASSADOR HANDED-OVER AMBULANCES TO CHONGWE AND MUMBWA DISTRICT HEALTH OFFICES
Today, 21st July, His Excellency Mr. Akio Egawa, the Ambassador of Japan, handed over ambulances to Chongwe District Health Office and Mumbwa District Health Office, the importation of which was facilitated by Grant Aid for Grassroots and Human Security Projects, under the Project for Improvement of Referral Transport System in Chongwe District, and the Project for Improvement of Referral Transport System in Mumbwa District, respectively.
In March this year, the Government of Japan provided Chongwe and Mumbwa District Health Offices with Grants worth 18,660 United States dollars (approximately 88 million Zambian Kwacha) and 18,373 United States dollars (approximately 86.5 million Zambian Kwacha) respectively, to facilitate the procurement and importation of these ambulances. 
Chongwe and Mumbwa District Health Offices have not had enough ambulances to cater for their populations and have been forced to use utility vehicles as referral transport.  These vehicles are not suitable for emergency transport of patients as they are not fitted with medical equipment for life-saving treatment of patients while in transit.  In some cases, lack of proper transport, compounded by non-availability of reliable public transport systems in both districts, has resulted in delayed referrals of patients to health centres and thus fatalities. In order to address these challenges, the Ministry of Health and Chongwe and Mumbwa District Health Offices have been working very hard to secure an adequate number of ambulances which are suitable for emergency transport of patients. 
It was in response to such dire need for appropriate and reliable referral transport for the District Health Offices that two municipalities in Japan decided to donate an ambulance to each district.  The delivery of the vehicles was facilitated by the Government of Japan under the Grants which were signed on 29th March, 2011. Specifically, the Grants were used to cover the cost of servicing the two ambulances and their shipment from Japan to Lusaka via Dar-es-Salaam while the preparation for the dispatch of the two ambulances to Zambia was done by the Society for Promotion of Japanese Diplomacy (SPJD). 
The Society for Promotion of Japanese Diplomacy was established in 1947.  It is a non-profit organization which aims to promote mutual understanding and friendship among peoples of Japan and its partner countries like Zambia.   One of their most renowned programs is provision of recycled equipment, most notably through Japan’s Grant Assistance for Grassroots and Human Security Projects, in cooperation with Japanese Embassies. 
Japan’s development assistance is aimed at supporting the sincere self-help efforts being made by its partner countries. Japan appreciates the strenuous efforts being made by the people and the Government of the Republic of Zambia towards the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  It is sincerely hoped that this contribution of vehicles will have an important, positive impact on the initiatives being undertaken by the Zambian Government aimed at improving people’s lives. 
These vehicles will be effectively utilised and well maintained so that they can serve many people for a long time to come. In this way, the donation would contribute to the enhancement of the quality of life for the people of Zambia through improved health delivery resulting in higher productivity and enhancement in the general social and economic development of the country. It is hoped that the donation will further strengthen the cordial friendship existing between Japan and Zambia. 
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