Remarks by Mr. Atsushi Kuwabara, Charge d’affairs of Japan to Zambia 

on the Occasion of the Handover of Sixteen second hand donated Japanese fire fighting  Equipment by Society for Promotion of Japanese Diplomacy ,Lusaka, 8th July, 2011
Ms. Christah Kalulu, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Local Government and Housing,
Mr. Peter Lubambo, Director, Ministry of Local Government and Housing,
Mr. Solomon Sakala, Local Goverment Administrator, Lusaka City Council,
Mr. Clement Zulu, School Commandant, Chief Fire Officer,
Ms. Kyoko Terada, General Director, The Society for Promotion of Japanese Diplomacy
Representatives from firehouses, 
Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure to be here today on behalf of the Government of Japan and to participate in the handover ceremony of ten fire engines and six ambulances, provided by the Society for Promotion of Japanese Diplomacy to the Ministry of Local Government and Housing.

Let me begin by mentioning a little about the relationship between the Society for Promotion of Japanese Diplomacy and the Government of Japan. The SPJD was established in 1947 and approved by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. It is a non-profit organization run by a group of people with goodwill to encourage people’s diplomacy. One of their most renowned programs is provision of recycled equipment, as we see today, but they also implement other programs such as distribution emergency food relief to needy local communities. Japanese Embassies around the world cooperate closely with the SPJD in our Grand Assistant for Grassroots Programs among other activities. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Today’s handover is a result of efforts and goodwill of many people in Japan and Zambia. The vehicles were donated by many local authorities in Japan. The Zambian Embassy in Japan played its role in promoting the program. And of course, the Zambian Ministry of Local Government and Housing and the SPJD worked very hard to make this happen. I understand that the Ministry sent their special team to Japan to make an on-site inspection of the vehicles in order to choose the most suitable ones for their fire-fighting needs. 

Today’s ceremony is not just about the hand-over of the vehicles. It is also about a hand-over of life-saving skills. Since last week, Mr. Satoshi Takano, a Japanese expert, has worked with members of the recipient firehouses to transfer skills on the operation and maintenance of the vehicles. I hope and believe that people of Zambia will ensure effective and efficient management of the vehicles so that these vehicles can serve many people for many years to come. These vehicles have saved many lives and people’s properties in Japan. I hope they will do the same here in Zambia from now.
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Japan’s development assistance is aimed to support sincere self-help efforts made by its partner countries. Japan appreciates the strenuous efforts being made by the people and the Government of the Republic of Zambia towards the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in the human security areas. I sincerely hope that this contribution of vehicles will have an important positive impact on the initiatives being undertaken by the Zambian Government aimed at mitigating people’s suffering from fire outbreaks. 
In closing, please allow me to express my sincere hope that this hand-over of fire engines and ambulances will further strengthen the cordial friendship that exists between Japan and Zambia. 
Thank you very much for your kind attention.　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　(END)
1

