The Society for Promotion of Japanese Diplomacy (SPJD), NPO approved Japanese Government presents Recycled Ladder Trucks to the Ministry of Local Governance and Housing

 Lusaka, 8th July, 2011
Today, the Charged’affairs a.i., of Japan to the Republic of Zambia, Mr. Atsushi KUWABARA, presented on behalf of the Government of Japan and to participate in the handover ceremony of ten fire engines and six ambulances　provided by the Society for Promotion of Japanese Diplomacy, to the Ministry of Local Governance and Housing.

The Society for Promotion of Japanese Diplomacy or SPJD in short, which was established in 1947 and is approved by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. The SPJD is a non-profit organization being run by a group of people with goodwill who stood up to re-establish bridges between Japan and other countries all over the world at ordinary people’s level through encouraging people’s diplomacy. The SPJD is guided by the belief that provision of recycled equipment and distribution of emergency food relief to needy local communities as well as dispatching of experts to various countries throughout the world would make significant contribution towards people’s enhancing people’s understanding of and support for Japan. Arising from this principle, The SPJD also qualifies to co-apply for Japan’s ODA –Grant Assistant for Grassroots Programs fund to the local Embassies of Japan.
The procurement of the donation is a product of the cooperation involving the local authorities in Japan the Embassies of Japan and the Republic of Zambian, the Zambian Ministry of Local Government and Housing and the SPJD. The purpose of the donation is to increase the number of emergency vehicles under the Ministry of Local Government and Housing in order to contribute to the enhancement of the Ministry’s capacity to tackle fire outbreaks which occur frequently, especially during the dry season. The Ministry of Local Government and Housing sent their special team to Japan to make an on-site inspection of the vehicles in order for them to choose the most suitable vehicles, from SPJD’s stock list, which would meet the specific fire-fighting needs of the local councils in Zambia. 
In order to ensure the sustainability of the vehicles, a skills transfer process has already been undertaken through which, in line with the operation of the vehicles, a Japanese expert has been working with members of the respective recipient local firehouses to orient them on how to operate, maintain and service both the equipment and the vehicles. The skills transfer exercise has been done in order to ensure effective and efficient management of the vehicles and the equipment thereby guaranteeing longer life span.
One of the principles on which Japan’s development assistance is anchored is to support sincere self-help development efforts being made by its partner countries. Japan appreciates the strenuous efforts being made by the Government of the Republic of Zambia towards the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in the human security areas and hopes that this contribution of vehicles will have a positive impact on mitigating suffering of the Zambian people from fire outbreaks. 
Japan trusts that these vehicles will be effectively utilised and well maintained so that they can serve many people for a long time to come. It also hopes that the donation will further strengthen the cordial friendship existing between Japan and Zambia.
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